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ELEMENTS OF ART 

(LINE, FORM, SHAPE, TEXTURE AND COLOR) 

Every form of art is based on some basis elements. 
These are line, form, color and texture, which when 
combined together, take the form of art. These form 
of art are also basic elements of interior decoration 
but in interior decoration, three more elements are 
important i.e. pattern, light and space. 
 



Elements used in Interior Decoration are: 

1. Line 

2. Form 

3. Texture 

4. Pattern 

5. Light 

6. Space 

7. Color 

8. Scale 



Line 
Line is defined as a mark made on a surface by 

a moving point. 

Lines can be actually drawn or painted, or they 

can be suggested or implied. The edge where 

shapes touch or how we connect objects with 

our eyes creates an implied line. If we paint red 

next to blue with no space between them, we 

“see” a line between the two colors. A line can 

be described based on a wide range of 

characteristics: 

•  Direction - horizontal, vertical, 

diagonal, curved, or zigzag 

•  Quality/Variation - thick, thin, rough, 

smooth, long, short, light, dark, etc. 

•  Emotion/Feeling - graceful, heavy, 

calm, tense, delicate, bold, strong, weak, etc. A 

thick, dark, vertical line can “feel” strong. A light, 

thin, curved line can “feel” graceful. 

 



FORM 
 

Form is three-dimensional, having 

length, width, and depth. Like shapes, 

forms are either geometric or organic.  

 

In two-dimensional artwork, 

geometric forms can be made by 

either using lines to change a 

geometric shape into a geometric 

form or by using shading 

techniques.  

 

Shading techniques (blending, 

hatching, cross-hatching, and 

stippling) are also used to turn 

organic shapes into organic forms 

for two-dimensional artwork.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Texture 
 

Texture is the way a surface feels (actual texture) or how it looks 

like it would feel (visual texture).  

Texture can be sensed by touch and sight.  

You can describe textures with words such as rough, smooth, hard, 

soft, slick, sticky, slippery, abrasive, etc. 

 

Following types of textures are used in interior decoration: 

1.Crisp 

2.Delicate 

3.Furry 

4.Glossy 

5.Hairy 

6.Porous 

7.Rough 

8.Leathery 

9.Leveled 

10.Rubbery 

11.Sand 

12.Rocky 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Shape 
 

Shape is an enclosed area having an edge or outline. A change in 

color or value can define a shape, too. Shapes are flat, two- 

dimensional (having only length and width). Shapes can be 

geometric or organic:  

 

Geometric shapes have smooth, even edges and are based on 

mathematical formulas (e.g., square, triangle, rectangle, circle, 

oval, etc.) 

  

Organic shapes have uneven or free- form edges. "Organic" 

means "based on nature" and is used to define these types of 

shapes because most natural objects are not geometric.  



Color 
Color is what the eye sees when 

sunlight or some other light 

bounces off an object. 

 

Hue refers to a color's name, 

such as "red" or "blue." A hue 

can vary in value (lightness or 

darkness) and intensity 

(brightness or dullness). 

 

Colors express emotions and 

mood. Bright, light, warm colors 

can feel exciting, stimulating, 

friendly. Dull, dark, cool colors 

can feel cold, sad, and 

mysterious. 

Three primary hues (red, blue, 

and yellow) are mixed in certain 

combinations to create the 

remaining hues.  



Pattern Surface 
The word pattern or design is related to the surface decoration of an 

object. It can be used for all type of objects. In Interior decoration, 

pattern is a better word to be used as compared to design. 

 

Light 
Light is important and practically useful element in interior 

designing. It has specific emotional effect also. Light produces 

excitement and reduces emotional stress, darkness and dullness. 

Interior decoration looks effective only when there is sufficient light 

in the house because no element or principle is clear in the 

absence of light. 

 

Scale 
All the articles used in the interior decoration should have 

appropriate scale in relation to each other and space available eg. 

The furniture should be suitable in measurement according to the 

size of the room. 


